Bill Conroy: Pipe Carver

By STANLEY ID. SAPERSTEIN

Did vou ever feel like huming a care-
ing when vou were Hnished because von
died mot Bk 0P Well, Ball Conroy Turms
all his carvings, not because he doesn'y
like therm, ol becanse he loves them
Diocsn’t make sense? Well il vou carve
e il mkes a lot of sense because t]wy.
all gooup i smoke

A fairly new member to NWOA and
[l New Jerseyv Central Branch, Bill is o
mast weleomed addition and he s de
Lightedd to share his ke ledee of pipe
carving

A kmg-time pipe collector with a
vihiable collection of pipes Trom Ger
many, England, India, Argenting, Bel.
givm and China (some dating back 1o
LROY, 6L was ot antil alwnsl two vears
pres Thit Bl sttempted 1o carve his own

Alter studving many books on the
histoey ol pipes and becoming more and
more interested in the art, he decided 10
give pipe carving a vy Encouraged
with the results of his first attempt using
ondy a knile, Bill began hunting Tor
siall anticpue carving tools. Being a good
machinist wus olso an assety Bill makes
many of his special tosls 1o Fil particula
nedils,

A pipe takes him anvwhere from
Miree 1o 200 hours, depending on the
complisity of the design. The bear pipe
accompaning Lhis article took 200 hours
Livcomplete. Briarwood, a dried oot root,
is exlremely lard,

Bill advises beginners to buy a cheap
pipe amd praclice carving on it to get

= FPhotas by Robest Sapessioomn

This unusua! briar pioe. w

‘the Teel” of the wood, Genuine briar
blocks lor carving may be purchased
From pipe companies. Walnut, ehony,
l'll-l'ri‘l .Il“i i|1ll.t'r h.ll‘t'!wrnki*. lr'l.t'\ '.Ll'ﬁi |H'
“H'lt -'IIIHI'P{ ““il ||'|.I'I'F‘-I.']'Iﬂl|.]|l |h}|1rl|||'n
IR Iesinm silicate) o Fine white elav
which holds detail well Bt is brittle

Now for a litthe bow-to-do. To make a
pipe from scrateh, start with o block
large enough to include the wooden
stean part. Band siw or cope out vour
.‘-il:l-iJ[' Center the stem and bowl of the
pipe. Drill out the bowl and stem

Before drilling the stem, buy vour
rubber mouthpicee and measure the
diameter 1o be inserted into the wood
stem, Don't drill wll the way into the
bowk: go about half way and switeh to a
-ineh drill or smaller to finish, It more
or less depends on how hard you want
the draw to be. After 1!ri|h:|.:._: CALVE 0
whittle the design.

15 dosigned

arved by Bill Comroy,

A lithe baekgronnd on B b lives ol
22 Sumenit Ave., Trenton, N.J. and lias
always been greal with his hands—u
skilled mechanic and machingst, woeodl
carving has come easy. A mechanical
tranble shooter Far o veproduction
company, Bl was o professional rolle
skater in his 1':|r|1,' 205 anel gl H;L'.llllij.'l
For many vears. Alter breaking a log
several years ago, Bill, who is 57, de
cided to find another hobby—pipe col
leeting wnd then carving took roller skat-
ing 4 place,

Bl whe is partiolly deal and can't
tulk on the phone, doesn™t el the haned-
feaps stops him Teome getting his messoge
wernss. His devoted wife Marge also is o
great help in this direction,

Bill s interested in corresponding
with other carvers who make pipes and
would like to swap patlerns, Persons
wishing to purchase a Conrov original
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Mouth Piece

=Ihrawing by Martin Lohs
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A display ot tha wide

pipe can wrile for prices,

Puttern for the bear pipe is actual size
and a real challenge for advanced carv-
ers, Simpler designs are better for begin-
ners, or, as Bill suggests, buy a cheap
pipe and set aboul carving it—use your
i ination.
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Woodcarvers Tool Chest Expands

Alan Pechner, proprietor of The Woodcarvers Tool Chest,
14 West 21st St., Deer Park, N.Y. 11729, announces ¢xpansion
of its stock of carving tools and accessories The [irm carries
Pana vises, Wetzel clamps, Henry Taylor chip carving knives,
and Acorn brand carving tools, mallets, Bear Norton sharpen-
ing stones, Schrade Old Timer knives, books, ete. A copy of the
new catalog is available for 35 cenls.

Buckeye Wood Available

American Wooderalters, 1-75 and Route 36, Pigua, Ohio
have a limited amount of premium buckeve lumber 3 inches
thich by 10 to 12 inches wide suitable for carving American
Wooderafters offers classes in woodearving, basic cabinstry
and woodturning, Write or phone 778-1942 for full particulars

Carving Tools By Harral

NWCA member Rex Harral hand forges a variety of
gouges and curved knives for wood carving. Prices start at 310,
postpaid. Rex operates his shop at his farm, §/10 mile east of
Wilburn, Ark. (near Heber Springs) and visitors are always
welcome, In addition to hand forging a number of other items,
Rex also does a lot of lathe turning work. His mailing address
is: Harral Craft Shop, Wilburn, Ark. 72179.

Jonwory-Februory, 1977

Cold Weather Fails To Stop Party

In spite of the extremely cold weather, a good portion of
our members and their spouses, relatives and friends attended
the Christmas party of the Greater New York Chapter,
December 21 Many brought carvings to show and carvings to
exchange via the grab bag. The ladies added to the pleasantly
informal evening by bringing cakes and pastries of every
deseription and pots of hot coffee to wash down the goodies.

Bud Connelly reported our treasury to be in good
condition and Thad Giza had the honor of being the first to
pay dues for 1977. '

Roland Reich's Great Seal of the United States was
admired by all as were pieces brought in by Stan Rezin, Arthur
LaGue, Hans Hallex, Bill Bunger, and Leonard Drake.

As always, everyone was pleased with the carvings picked
from the grab bag and all went home having enjoved a
pleasant evening.—Leonard 5. Drake, secretary, 463-6226.

Scrimshaw Classes

NWOA member Andrew Daniele, Hazlet, N.J., will con-
duct 2 class in scrimshaw work at Battleground Arts Center,
Freehold, N.J. The five week course begins February 5 at 10
am. Andrew is an accomplished carver in bone and ivory as
well as wood,




